Building u sustuindble future. It has been u fopic of

voluminous presentutions und discussions since we were
enhcouraged in the 1960s ‘to turh on, tune in and drop out”.

But somehow, in the environmental awakening that has
occurred over the pust four decudes, few suburbun
residents have u practicdl understunding of what it
medans o live an environmentdlly sustuinable existence.

Sure, we ull know thut we have to turn off the tup to suve
every drop, to tuke the yroceries home in u Hessiun bay
rather than disposuble plustic buys, to recycle rather
than replace.

But beyond the routine tasks that are the poster images
of the environment movement, whut ure we doinyg in our
owh buckyard to ensure lonyg ferm sustainability within
our built environment?

Well, plenty. You just huve to know where to look.

Within Queenslund there is U yrowing reyuirement to
demonstrate environmentdlly sustuinuble development
(ESD) pructices — g move driven both by consumer
demund und u need to protect the surrounding
environment.,

The immediate challenge, according o Brisbune-bused
environmental consulfunt John Moynihan, is fo educute
the brouder public on the mauny udvuntages of ESD
- both to the environment and the reyion’s yenerdl
standurd of living.

As d consultunt to government und industry bodies
including
the Queehnslund Muster Builders’” Associution, he

the Housing Industry Associution dnd
suys sustuinuble development is undergyoing mujor
ucceptance in Queensland, where ESD principles are
becominy stundurd pructice.
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“Both the Queenslund Government und the locul

authorities, particularly in south eust Queehslund,
have embruced this concept and dre recoynising its
advuntages,” says Mr Moynihun, who wuas awdarded
the “Yeur of the Built Environment 2004" awurd by the
Queenslund Government for his services to the built
environment und sustuinuble outcomes.

“The Gold Coust City Council hus put into place a policy
thut requires dll development approvuls fo demonstrate
good environmentul und sustuinuble outcomes.
Conseyuently,
setting the benchmark for developments of the future.”

Mr Moyhihan is dlso persondlly breuking into hew territory,

sustuinable developments ure now

having been uppointed us un environmentul consultunt
to a proposed yroundbreuking upurtment project on
the Kirra beachfront that is expected to set new ESD
stundards for upurtment living.

The 12-level project, which is awditing council approval,
hus 36 ESD compohents — un unprecedented level in
upurtment design unywhere in Australia,

“A lot of developers will focus on just ohe uspect of
the building such us grey water freatment and neylect
the other essentiul elements, which effectively cuncels
out what they dre doing from an ESD perspective,”
says Mr Moynihan.

“Unfortunately that’s like putfting a two-litre ehygine in G
two-und-u-half-tonne car.”

Cleuner uir, increused use of nuturdl light, energy und
wdater conservation, recycling dund cleuner building
practices are some of the elements that are beiny
incorporuted into the project.

“Five yeurs uygo it would huve been unheurd of fo
employ un environmental consultant to oversee the ESD
principles of u project,” suys Mr Moynihan.

The new environmental focus
is being led by a change in
thinking by lbaby boomers

“We ure working with the council and developers to
maximise the incorporation of ESD principles into projects
—looking at practicdl systems und solutions that provide the
desired outcome thut is cost effective und people friendly.
“Statutory authorities have recognised the importance
and the benefits that this bulunced upprouch has,
‘friple  bottom
line” uccounting purudigm us u strony udvocute of

and dre increusingly adopting the

sustuinable development.”



Mr Moynihun says the busic principle of the friple bottom
line (TBL) uccounting model wus creuted in Europe und
is the crucidl tool in ensuring that the lony tferm benefits
of sustainubility are achieved. Busicdlly, the principles of
TBL seek to estublish u balunce between the three key
components of uny sustuinuble project — environmentdal,
sociul, und economic benefits.

“The developers of the Kirru project, for exumple,
have nhot only committed to this approuch, but will
dlso incorporute generic operating systems that will
provide dn educdtional, us well as un economic,
benefit to the owners and occupiers of the upurtments,”
says Mr Moynihun.

“This will ultimately lead to u new level of compliunce
in future developments us councils become mMmore
accustomed to these incorporated ESD practices.
Furthermore, the developers that huve tuken on these
principles and shifts in consumer thinking dre going
to be the developers that will have further success
in the future.

“They ure developerswith vision. They ve prouctively gone
to council und suid ‘this is the future’. These developers
genuinely wunt to see whut they bring out of the yround
continuing to be contemporary in 15 years time.

“The uniyue thing about Kirrd is it looks at the needs and
desires of the occupunts und cross references them with
council reyuirements und environmentul outcomes to
deliver u balanced result.

“It's about creuting things that work in uhison to give an
overdll balance that delivers a much more sustainable
und less obfrusive outcome.”

Practicul examples of the ESD design fedutures on the
proposed Kirru project, to be undertaken by the Gold
Coust-bused Reward Securities oh d site on the corner
of Musgrave and Huaig streets, include:

1 A fwo-unit-per-floor designh that dllows wihdows
to be opened on three sides to provide optimum
hatural ventilation and suhlight

1 All unhits have mdin living, dining and kifchen areds
fucing horth, protected by deep, usuble bulconies

m Storm water will be harvested and used for
landscupe irrigution

1 A 30,000-litre storage tunk will be locuted under the
busement ramp. Water collected will then be
pumped to u tunk at the top of the building und the
wduter gravity-fed for use in toilets and irrigation.

11



12

Sustuinability is dlso the driving development principle
in another Gold Coust project — The Ecovilluge ot
Currumbin which is beinyg developed by Lundmautters.
The musterplan hus provision for 144 eco-homes und
u retdil and commercial villuge spread across o 110-
hecture property.

The first stage of The Ecovilluge is hearing completion,
giving interested purties the dbility to see a pructicul
exumple of un ESD-conscious project. The Ecovilluge
aims to provide a range of ESD outcomes including:

Self-sufficiency in energy usage and complete
autohomy in water and wdste water recycling

The refention of vast dreds ds openh space

The inclusion of edible lundscaping und
streetscuping, household farming und other
productive strategies and land use providing d high
degree of onh-site food und mauteridl self-sufficiency
Preservdtion of haturdl landforms and rehdbilitation
of the deygruded site’s environmentdal integrity
Extensive wildlife corridors, hedligible vegetdtion loss
and extensive hdtive plant regeneration

Waste recycling strategies including un inhovative
recycling centre

Comprehensive traffic saving strategies to reduce
vehicle impucts on and off site

Initial anhd ohgoing socidl planhing fo foster cohesion
unhd u sustuinable community

Ah ‘interpretive centre’ for providing continuing
educdation of sustainable practices.

Sdles in the first two stuyes of the project have been
brisk, indicuting the reudy murket ucceptunce for
such product.

Mr Moynihun suys the new environmental focus in
property development is beiny led by u chunge in
thinking by baby boomers.

"These people ure in un uge cuteygyory und ure from u
generution that hus seen so much chunye, both gyood
und bud, throughout the world over the lust 40 yeuars,”
says Mr Moynihun,

“In u sense they feel the need to be environmentdlly
conscious. There is u yenuine desire by this demoyruphic
to ensure ways of minimising further environmental
dumuye on u ylobul scule,

“They feel
implementiny
benefit of future generdtions,

good dbout pluying their purt in
environmental  practices for  the
even if it's usihy
recycled puper or hot using plustic buys when doiny
the groceries.

“However, they ure dlso u demoyruphic thut will hot
sacrifice the yudlity of their lifestyle for this to occur —
henhce the need to implement ESD systems in their homes

that are user friendly and practical.”
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